RenaZe Ot:Zo
14069 Diamond Court
Grass Valley, TA 2594

Dear Boarc Members,

I am deeply concerned about the proposed interinm limits Zcr
effluents that drain out the “Magenta Drain” from Empire Mine State
Park.

This waterway is not “out in the country.” It passes thru a community
park

within > of Grass Valley City Hall then joins a small creek that flows
past Hennessy elementary school. From there, 1t flows thru CGrass

Valley downtown, literal’y cne block from Main St.

The prooosed interim limits for cadmium, 2100 ug/L is 8000 times the
limits deemed acceptable in the Water Quality Control 2lan for the
Sacramentc River Basin. At £ ppb cadmium zauses nausea, vomiting,
diarrhea, muscle cramps, salivation, sensory disturbances, liver
injury, cocnvulsions, shock and renal failure. The Internaticnal Rgency
for Research on Cancer (IARC] has determined that cadmium 13
carcinogenic to humans. A concentratiorn of 0.001 mg/l in freshwater
rarcness above 100 mg/l CaCCZ is considered harmful to aquatic life.
(http://www,probeinternational.crg/ebi/contaminants/cadmium.html). EPA
nas set a maxirum contaminant level of 0.00%5 ug/L cadmuim for drinking
water

(http://www.epa.gov/safewater/mcl.htmlfmecls)

The proposed interin limits on lead, 560 ug/L is 2000 Zimes the iimits
deemed acceptable in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramentc
River Basin. The Centers for Disease Control says lead poisoning is
the most common and devastating envirormental disease affecting voung
children.

(http://orgs.unca.edufec./lead.htm) The EPA4 has set a maximum
contaminant level of ZERC ug/L lead for drinking water with an “acticn
level” of .015 uvg/L (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/mcl.htmlfncls)

The proposed interim limZts on Thallium, 5900 ug/L is 3000 times the
limits deemed acceptable in the Water Quality Control 2lan for the
Sacramentc River Basin. Thallium can affect the human nervous systen,
lung, heart, liver, and kidney if large amounts are eaten or drunk for
short psriocds of time.

Temporary hair loss, vomiting, and diarrhea can also occur and death
mav resul:t after exposure tc large amouvnts of thallium for short
periods.

Thallium can be fatal frem a dose as low as 1 gram.
(http://www.atsdr. cdc.gov/toxprefiles/phs54.html) The EPER has set a
maximum contaminant level of .005 ug/L lead for drinking water
{http://www.epa.gov/safewater/mcl. htmlfmcls)

Levels for Zinc and Copper, known toxins for aguatic life, are several
aundred times the limits deemed acceptable in the Water Quality Control
Plan for zhe Sacramento River Basin.




The Empire mine has been aware of this problem ever since the Regional
Soard notified them in 188i. We ars concerned that the parik has noc
adaressed this problem sconex. We are concerned that the park recently
embarked cn the mulcti-miliiorn dollar construction of & histcrical adit
“rice’ for visitors before protecting the well-being of the local
residents.

We believe that The Stzzte Parks have the rescurces to address this
problem well before the year 2010, as the interim limit allows. We are
concerned that the parks have a.ready had =ncugh time to asddress this
proplem, and are not taking seriously the concexns of our community.

Prease reduce the acceptable interim constituent levels and require
Zinal limits be met before 2C10.

Sincerely,

-/

enate Otto
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e *fluents that drain cut —he “Magenta Drain” IZrom Empire Mine State
Pirk. This watTerwayv is not “out in thes cocuntry.” It pesses thru a
comrunity park within ¥ of Grass Valley City Hell then Jeins & small
c-eek that Zlows past Hennessy elamentary scho From there, it flows
tare Grass Vallev downtowr, literzally ore block from Main St.

The proposed interim limits for cadmium, 2100 ug/L is B000 times the

1 .mits deemed acceptakble in the Water Jualizyv Control Plar for ths
Ssicramenco River Basin. At I opb cadmium causes nausea, vomiting,
d.arrhea, muscle cremps, salivatiocn, ssnsory disturbances, liver
iijury, convulsions, shock and renal fallure. The International Agerncy
Fyy Ekesearch on Cancer {(IBRC) has determined that cacdmium is
circinogenic o humans. B concantration of C.001 wg/l in freshwater
rardress above 100 mg/l CaCO3 is considered harmul to
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ve Empire mine has been aware of this probler ever since the Regional

Brard notified them in 1881. We are concerned that the park has not
zddressed this probler sooner. We are concerned that the park recently
enberked on the multi-miilion dollar censtruction of a histeorical adit

cide” for visitors beforse protecting the well-being of the local
:sidents.
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Wz believe that the State Parks have the resources to address this
pcoblem well before the ys=ar 2010, as the interim limit allows. We are
concerned that the parks have already had enough time to address this
pcoblem, and are not taking sszriously the concerns of our community.

Please reduce thes acceptable interim constizuent levels and require
final limits be met before 2C10.

S .ncerely,

Lo —

ren Xroeger
3G¢ Tomales Way
INsvaca City CA 95958
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